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Conclusion: A T. Mahan’s three requirenments (1. production, 2.
shi ppi ng and 3. col oni es) deened necessary for the success of a
nation, and six principal conditions (1. geographical position,
2. physical conformation, 3. extent of territory, 4. nunber of
popul ation, 5. character of the people, and 6. character of the
governnent) that affected sea power were valid requirenments for
national power in the late 19'" century, are valid requirenents
for national power in the 21° century, and will be valid

requi renents for national power for sone tinme to cone.

The current position of the United States as the sole gl obal
super power is the direct result of adherence to his principles,
and adherence to these principles is necessary for the United
States to maintain and increase its gl obal dom nance.
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| NTRODUCTI ON

In these three things — production, with the
necessity of exchangi ng products, shi pping,

wher eby the exchange is carried on, and col oni es,
which facilitate and enl arge the operations of

shi pping and tend to protect it by multiplying
points of safety — is to be found the key to nuch
of history, as well as of the policy, of nations
bordering upon the sea.?

The principal conditions affecting the sea power
of nations may be enunerated as follows: |I.

CGeographical Position. 11. Physical
Conformation, including as connected therewth,
natural productions and climate. [I1l. Extent of

Territory. |V. Nunber of Popul ation. V.
Character of the People. VI. Character of the
Government, including therein the national
institutions.?
These opening quotations formthe foundation of Alfred
Thayer Mahan’s nost fanmous book, The Influence of Sea Power upon

History, published in 1890.

A. Background

In 1904, while Mahan was continuing to author books, the
schol ar Hal ford Macki nder presented to the British Royal
Ceographical Society his view that the era of 400 years of sea
power influence was drawing to a close, and that an era of

i ndustrialization, railways, agriculture, mning and investnent

! Alfred T Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power upon History 1660-1783 (Boston: Little
Brown and Company, 1949), 28.
2 Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power upon History 1660-1783, 28-29.



was conmencing. Wth this new era, central Asia would regain
its previous inportance. |In attendance at the Royal
CGeographical Society was the British politician and journali st
Leo Amery, who wrote the follow ng:

Sea power alone, if it is not based on great

i ndustry, and has not a great popul ati on behind

it, is too weak for offence to really nmaintain

itself in the world struggle.both the sea and the

railway are going in the future.to be

suppl enented by the air as a neans of | oconoti on,

and when we cone to that.the successful powers

will be those who have the greatest industrial

base. It will not matter whether they are in the

center of a continent or on an island; those

peopl e who have the industrial power of invention

and of science will be able to defeat all others.?

Hal f ord Macki nder was not very perceptive in that he failed

to see that Mahan pl aced great inportance on industry and
commerce. He nade nunerous references to their inportance in
t he opening chapter “Elenents of Sea Power” of The Influence of
Sea Power upon History 1660-1783. Mahan was primarily a
hi storian, and was therefore not very astute at peering into the
future to see how the sea power principles of the past could
af fect the 20'" and 21%' centuries. Mackinder was better able to
envision the future, and the great strength exhibited by the
Sovi et Union during the 20'" century attests to his foresight.

What Macki nder overl ooked, however, was the strength of

other industrial nations, primarily the United States. Anmery

® Leo Amery, quoted in Paul M. Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of British Naval Mastery, (Atlantic Highlands,
NJ: The Ashfield Press, 1990), 184-185.



was the nost perceptive of the three, as he understood the

com ng inportance of industry, but did not confine his thoughts
to central Asia. He was, however, seeing a future that has not
yet arrived. Wiile air transportation has grown in inportance,
transportation by sea continues to be the primary neans of
novi ng goods between nations because of the | ower cost. A
recent publication of the Institute for National Strategic
Studi es at the National Defense University estimted that
transportation by sea accounts for 90 percent of world trade
when neasured by wei ght and vol une. *

Mahan was concerned with Sea Power because it was
considered to be the nost significant el enent of national power
at the time. |In the 21st century, there are other el enents of
nati onal power that are considered to be of equal or greater
i nportance than Sea Power.

Mahan has often been criticized for his focus on sea power
to the exclusion of all other forms of national power.> The
criticisms of Mahan’s sole focus on sea power are valid, but it
is inmportant to understand that the requirenments for the success
of a nation and the principles upon which Mahan based his

witings on Sea Power are just as essential today to other

* Sam J. Tangredi, “Introduction,” in Globalization and Maritime Power, ed. Sam j. Tangredi (Washington:
National Defense University Press, 2002), XXVI.

® Criticism of Mahan has come from many quarters, including Paul M. Kennedy in The Rise and Fall of
British Naval Mastery, (Atlantic Highlands, NJ: The Ashfield Press, 1990), and Philip A. Crowl, “Alfred Thayer
Mahan: The Naval Historian,” in Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age, ed Peter Paret
(Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1986).



el enents of national power as they were essential in the late
19'" century for Sea Power.

This paper will exam ne Mahan’s three requirenents deened
necessary for the success of a nation and six Principles of Sea
Power, and then examne their applicability to air, space,

i nformati on dom nance, and the current National Security

Strategy of the United States.

B. METHODOLOGY

Wiile a study of this topic can be analyzed in a variety of
di fferent ways, this paper will begin with a sunmary of the
three requirenents (production, shipping and col oni es) that
Mahan deened necessary for the maritine success of a nation, and
si x principal conditions (geographical position, physical
conformation, extent of territory, nunber of popul ation,
character of the people, and character of the governnent) that
affected sea power. As each is examned, its current status
will be outlined. This study will then exam ne each of the
foll ow ng el enents of national power in light of Mahan’s six
princi pal conditions:

- Sea Power (The conmbination of mlitary strength afl oat

and peaceful commerce through shipping) in the 215 century.



- Air Power (including comercial aviation) in the 21°%

century.

- Space Power (military and commercial) in the 215 century.

- Information Dominance in the 21°' century.

- The National Security Strategy of the United States.
Finally, several conclusions will be drawn in an attenpt to

better understand the future of United States’ national power.

C. ASSUMPTI ONS

For the purpose of limting this essay, the author assunes
that the reader has previously been exposed to sone of the many
wor ks of Mahan and to sone of the basic concepts of sea power as
espoused by aut hors such as Mahan, Sir Julian Corbett and Paul
M Kennedy.

Bef ore exam ni ng Mahan’s six principles of Sea Power, one nust
first exam ne the three requirenments that Mahan determ ned to be
of great inportance to nations bordering on the sea; production,

shi ppi ng, and col oni es.



1. KEY # 1. PRODUCTI ON

The United States continues to be a world | eader in the
production of goods and services. According to the Central
Intelligence Agency,

The United States has the | argest and nost
technol ogi cally powerful econony in the world ...U S
firms are at or near the forefront in technol ogica
advances, especially in conputers and in nedical,

aerospace, and mlitary equi pnent, although their

advant age has narrowed since the end of World War
1l.°

The CI A reports that per capita G oss Donestic Product
(GDP) and overall GDP in the United States for 2001 was
$36, 300/ $10,082 trillion with an estimated July 2002 popul ati on
of 280, 562,489. Conpare this with other regional powers like
Germany at $26,200/$2.174 trillion and an estinmated popul ation
of 83,251,851, France at $25,400/$1.51 trillion and an esti mated
popul ati on of 59,765,983, Russia at $8,300/%$1.2 trillion and an
esti mat ed popul ation of 144,978,573, China at $4, 300/ $5. 56
trillion and an estimated popul ati on of 1,284,303, 705, and Japan
at $27,200/$3.45 trillion and an estinmated popul ati on of
126, 974, 628.

The only country in the world that has a higher per capita

GDP than the United States is Luxenbourg, at $43, 400. However,

® CIA Factbook, online edition, under “United States — Economy”, URL:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook , accessed 22 December 2002.




with a popul ation of only 448,569 (July 2002 estimate), the GDP
for Luxembourg is only $19.2 billion (2001 estimate).’ It should
be noted that if the European Union were to be considered as a
whol e, their GDP woul d exceed that of the United States.

For many years, when discussing the topic of production,
governnents and econom sts have been concerned over the
rel ocation of manufacturing fromthe rich world of America and
Europe to | ess devel oped countries |ike China and India.
According to The Economist, this should not be a concern because
the cost of physically transformng raw materials into the
product may only be a tenth of the retail price. Mich of what
used to be called “service work” is now beconing inextricably
part of the product and what used to be called “manufacturing”.
This makes up a substantial part of the retail price, and it is
in these areas that Americans and Europeans excel. The
Econom st notes that Europe and Anerica do not have anything to

fear from manufacturing in |less devel oped countries.?®

11, KEY # 2: SH PPI NG

The commrercial shipping industry has |ong been an area of

concern for the United States. Wile there are sufficient

" CIA Factbook, online edition, under various countries “Economy”, URL:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook , accessed 22 December 2002.

8 Economist Magazine, online edition for 20 December 2002, URL: www.economist.com/surveys accessed
02 January 2003.




nunbers of ships plying the trade routes across the oceans to
the shores of the United States, nost of the ships are foreign

fl agged, manned by foreign crews, and built overseas.

According to the Institute of Shipping Econom cs and
Logi stics, the largest nerchant fleet belongs to G eece,
foll owed by Japan, Norway, the Peoples Republic of China, and in
fifth place, the United States. Approximately 25% of the ships
in the United States comercial fleet are flagged in the United
States, with the other 75% foreign flagged. This conpares wth
Greece (69% foreign flagged), Japan (89% foreign flagged),
Norway (59% foreign flagged), China (48%foreign flagged), and
Germany (84%foreign flagged).® O the foreign flagged ships in
the United States commercial fleet, 25%were flagged in the
Marshal | Islands, 33%in the Bahamas, 18%in Liberia, 9%in
Pananma, and the remai nder registered in other small countries

wi th open registry.

As can be seen fromthe precedi ng paragraph, while the United
States nerchant fleet is 75% foreign flagged, this situation is
not that different fromnost najor trading nations, and is not

seen to present a major difficulty for the nation. Comerci al

° Institute of Shipping Economics and Logistics, URL:
www.isl.org/products_services/publications/ownership.shtml.en, accessed 31 December 2002
19 Institute of Shipping Economics and Logistics.




interests prevail, and the United States is able to find

sufficient quantities of ships to transport inports and exports.

In addition to the nmerchant fleet, the United States
Department of Transportation maintains a Ready Reserve Force of
shi ps under the Maritime Admi nistration. The Ready Reserve
Force is made up of 76 ships that are ready for depl oynent
wi thin 4-20 days. The Ready Reserve Force’'s mission is to
provi de a surge shipping and resupply capability to support the

depl oyment of United States forces around the gl obe.

The Ready Reserve Force proved itself invaluable in support of
operation Desert Storm and other contingencies ranging from
Somal ia to Bosnia and Af ghani stan. Ships fromthe Ready Reserve
Force are now depl oyed in support of Iraqi Freedom The Ready
Reserve Force is an inportant component in the maritine

capability of the United States.

According to an address given by Robert E. Kranek (the
President of the American Bureau of Shipping, Anericas D vision)
to the Shipbuilding Decisions 99 conference in Washi ngton D. C
world trade by sea increased from3.3 billion tons in 1980 to
4.3 billion tons in 1995, and is expected to rise to 5.5 billion

tons by 2010. At the sanme tinme, shipbuilding in the United

1 Captain William G. Shubert, the head of the Maritime Administration, speech to the 3 General
Assembly of the International Association of Maritime Universities, at Samoset Resort, Rockport, Maine, presented
September 24, 2002, URL: www.marad.dot.gov/headlines/speeches/IAMU.htm , accessed 31 December 2002.




States declined from 205 vessels in 1975 (4.1% of the world

total) to 30 vessels in 1998 (.2%of the world total).

Toget her, Japan and South Korea produce two-thirds of the
worl d’s commercial ships. Since Japan and South Korea are
presently allies of the United States, the United States should
have access to commercial shipbuilding beyond what is produced
in the United States. The decline in the shipbuilding industry
in the United States may becone a problemin the future if the

geopolitical situation in the world changes.

Wil e the size, country of original production, foreign
flaggi ng and manning of the United State nerchant fleet have
been a concern for sonme tinme, it has not, nor is it perceived to
be able to adversely inpact the United States’ econony or

security in the future.

V. KEY # 3: COLON ES.

Mahan |ived during the age of enpires, and thus inperialism
i nfluenced his thinking. Today, nations no | onger naintain
| arge enpires to bolster their economes or to facilitate the

depl oynments of their mlitaries. The |ast of what may be

Robert E. Kramek, President of the American Bureau of Shipping, Americas Division, address given to
the Shipbuilding Decisions *99 conference in Washington D.C on 07 December, 1999, URL.:
http://www.eagle.org/news/speeches/rek99dec.html, accessed on line 31 December 2002.
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t hought of as an enpire, the Soviet Union, collapsed in 1989,
| eaving only a few countries with overseas col onies from which
to influence regional events.

France still maintains influence through territory in the
pacific (French Polynesia), South Anmerica (French Gui ana),

Cari bbean (Guadel oupe and Martinique), |Indian Ocean (Reunion),
and through former colonies in Africa with whomit retains good
rel ations.

The United Kingdomstill has territory in the Indian Ccean
(British Indian Ccean Territory), the Mediterranean (G braltar),
the Cari bbean (British Virgin Islands), and, through the
Commonweal th, ties to 54 countri es.

Russia is a huge country stretching fromthe Baltic Sea to
the Pacific Ocean, giving it substantial regional influence. 1In
addition, Russia maintains limted relations with adjacent
countries, a |legacy of the Soviet Union.

The continental United States has |arge coasts on both the
Atl antic and Pacific oceans, providing access to Europe and
Africa across the Atlantic and to Asia across the Pacific.

In the Pacific, Hawaii and Al aska becane states in 1959,
and Guamrenmains a United States Territory. Many other smal
islands are all associated with the United States in one form or

anot her.

11



The United States is tied to Puerto Rico and the Northern
Mari ana | sl ands via separate comonweal ths, providing additional
influence in the Pacific and Cari bbean.

Due to its economic and mlitary m ght coupled with
proximty, the United States maintains substantial influence in
Central and South Anerica.

Conbi ned, these locations all give the United States
significant influence in the world, although they are not

colonies in the traditional sense.

MAJOR U.S. BASES OVERSEAS |~ igEs

Figure 1. Major U S. Bases Qutside of the 48 Conti guous

St at es

12



In addition to enjoying a geographic situation conducive to
worl d influence, the United States maintains mlitary bases
around the world, many of World War |1 |egacy (see figure 1).
United States forces are stationed in Europe at bases in
Engl and, Gernmany, Spain, Portugal, Italy and Iceland. In Asia,
U S. forces are stationed at bases in Japan and South Korea,
with bilateral agreenments and easy access to facilities in
Australia, Thailand, and Singapore. In the Mddle East, Saud
Arabia maintains a reluctant mlitary relationship with the
United States, and U S. forces are stationed in the Kingdom as
well as in Bahrain, Qatar, and Kuwait. The United States
mai ntains good mlitary relations with the United Arab Em rates,
Oman, and wi th Pakistan since the war in Afghanistan.

Many ot her countries around the world are friendly with the
United States and would offer facilities or other assistance in
times of crisis. The geographic region in which the United
States maintains only limted mlitary connections is Africa,
where di plomati ¢ connections are the backbone of U S. influence
in the region.

Wii l e Mahan thought in late 19'" century ternms of col onies,
U. S. access to overseas naval and air bases is significant as
outlined above, alleviating the need for formal colonies. In

fact, the United States is able to enjoy the benefits that

13



colonies historically provided without any of the negative
connot ations or burdens of adm nistering col onies.

Havi ng exam ned the three requirenents that Mhan
determ ned to be of great inportance to nations bordering on the
sea and determning their current status and applicability, let

us now exam ne his six principles of Sea Power.

V. PRI NCI PLE # 1: CGEOGRAPHI CAL POCSI TI ON

As nentioned in the section on colonies, the United States
mai ntai ns signi ficant global influence through territory,
overseas bases, and bilateral agreements. According to Mhan,
“The geographical position of a country may not only favor the
concentration of i1ts forces, but give the further strategic
advantage of a central position and a good base for hostile
operations against its probable enemies”.®® As discussed in the
section on colonies, the United States maintains just such a
gl obal strategic advantage, with extensive coastlines on both
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. That strategic advantage is
further enhanced by states and territories in the Pacific,
overseas bases worl dw de, and regional or bilateral agreenents.

Mahan was concerned that “the Republic has no ports very

near the great centers of trade abroad. Her geographical

3 Allan Wescott, Mahan on Naval Warfare, (Mineola NY: Dover Publications, 1999), 23.
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position is therefore singularly di sadvantageous for carrying on
successful commerce-destroying, unless she find bases in the

ports of an ally”.

As is evident by |ooking at the | ocations
of United States military bases worl dw de (see figure 1), the
United States is no longer in the situation that it was during
the time of Mahan.

The United States Navy nmintains bases in Asia fromwhich to
protect merchant traffic passing through the Strait of Ml acca,
and bases in southern Europe fromwhich to protect nerchant
traffic passing through the Strait of G braltar and the Suez
Canal. The overseas bases provide the dual benefit of allow ng
the United States Navy to protect nerchant shipping while being
in position to deter hostile naval forces.

While the United States Navy is able to project sea power
gl obal Iy, additional bases in the volatile regions of the Mddle
East and South West Asia would be of sonme utility. The United
States Navy nmaintains a base in Bahrain that is the headquarters
for the United States Fifth Fleet and the Naval Central Command
(NAVCENT). There are however no conbatant ships stationed in
the Arabian Gulf, only a few m nesweepers.

Addi ti onal bases in the Mddl e East and Sout hwest Asia woul d
only be of benefit if they were in a country that was

politically stable, friendly to the United States, and in such a

¥ Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 31.
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position as to be able to host U S. bases w thout causing mjor
political problens for the host governnent. At the present

time, no such favorable conditions exist in any country in the
regi on, although a continued warm ng of relations with India may
bring this to fruition.

It should be noted that while Mahan thought only in terns of
t he use of naval power to threaten nerchant shipping, air power
is a significant asset in the 21 century in this endeavor. In
addition to the many assets of the United States Air Force, the
United States Navy maintains a Maritine Patrol Aviation force
capabl e of interdicting merchant shipping. A r power can
operate not only from dedicated U S. bases and aircraft
carriers, but also fromthe bases of any ally willing to give
the United States | anding and/or flyover rights.

Wiile the United States does not have a sufficient nunber of
bases in the Mddle East and South West Asia, the United States
Navy can operate at sea for extended periods of tinme, enhancing
our ability to conduct operations in this volatile region. In
addition, the United States Air Force is able to gain access to
airfields of friendly nations in tinmes of crises.

Recent operations in the region have included Desert Storm
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom Turkey denied the United
States access to bases during Iragi Freedom forcing a nmajor

change to operational plans and the rerouting of forces fromthe

16



Mediterranean to the Arabian Qul f, enphasi zi ng once again the

need for bases in the region.

VI. PRINCI PLE # 2: PHYSI CAL CONFORMATI ON, CLI MATE AND NATURAL

PRODUCTI ON

When Mahan di scussed “Physical Conformation”, he was talking
about how the physical geography of the country either enhanced
or deterred its ability to interact wth regions beyond its
borders, concentrating of course on the sea. The physica
conformation of the United States includes nunerous good ports
on the East Coast such as New York, Philadel phia, Boston,

Bal timore, Norfolk, WI mngton, Charleston, Savannah, and M am .
There are al so many advant ageous ports on the Gulf Coast

i ncl udi ng Tanpa/ St Petersburg, Mbile, New Ol eans, and Houston.
In addition there are many excellent ports on the Wst Coast

i ncluding San Di ego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, and
Seattle.

The United States is blessed with a generally favorabl e
climate (except for regions in the extrene north of the country
and Al aska) and natural resources in abundance. Wile sone
natural resources are not found in sufficient quantities (oi

and certain mnerals) to neet the demands of a thriving econony,

1> Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 35-42.
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production of food, wood, and other agricultural products
general ly exceeds demand. The mld climate all ows numerous
i ndustries to do well including the autonobile, aviation,

el ectroni cs, pharmaceutical, and banking industries.

The natural resources that the United States is deficient in
have so far been readily available on the international
commodities market. Q| availability constitutes a ngjor
concern. The 1973 oil shortages initiated by the OPEC cart el
resulted in high prices and | ong gasoline lines. Since 1973,
oi | production has expanded greatly in areas beyond the Mddle
East including North Sea production in the United Kingdom
of fshore production in Norway, and large oil fields in
Venezuel a. This increased world wi de production mtigates the
success that any one country or region would have in trying to
stemthe flow of oil to the United States. It does not,
however, alleviate price fluctuations caused by production
probl ems or regional turnmoil, as evidenced by the current
increase in oil and gasoline prices caused by the political

instability in Venezuela and the war in Iraq (lraqi Freedom

VII. PRINCI PLE # 3: EXTENT OF TERRI TORY

Mahan considered that it was not the total area of the country

(Engl and was relatively small), but rather, in the case of sea
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power, the length of its coastline relative to the size of the
country, and the character of its harbors that was inportant.'®
As nentioned in the section on Col onies, the Continental
United States has extensive coastlines on the Pacific and
Atlantic Cceans, and on the Gulf of Mexico. This expansive
position on the North American continent allows the United
States access to and mlitary influence on countries bordering
the Pacific (Australia, Asia and the western coast of South
Anmerica) and Atlantic Cceans (large portions of Europe, the
eastern coast of South America, the Caribbean, and the west
coast of Africa). The state of Hawaii, the Commonweal t h of
Puerto Rico, the territories of Guam Saipan, and other Pacific
possessi ons enhance the extent of United States territory and

its resultant world influence.

VI11. PRINCIPLE # 4: NUMBER OF POPULATI ON

When Mahan consi dered nunbers of popul ati on, he was concerned
not only with the nunbers of in inhabitants, but nore
specifically with the “nunber follow ng the sea, or at |east
readily avail abl e for enploynment on ship-board and for the

creation of naval material 7.

16 Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 43.
" Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 45.
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Today, the population of the United States does not conpare
favorably with nations like China or India.'® Al though greatly
out nunbered, the status of the maritinme industry in the United
States remai ns favorabl e conpared to both nations. Both India
and Chi na have navies growi ng in nunbers and capabilities, but
their relative econom c weakness inhibits their ability to
greatly expand either their navy or their commercial fleet. As
China and India (particularly the former) continue to grow
economcally, so will their ability to rival the United States

in Mariti me dom nance.

One area of concern for the United States in the past few
decades has been a declining birth rate. Since 1970, the birth
rate in the United States fell sharply fromwhat is known as the
“replacenent rate” (the birth rate at which the popul ation
remai ns stable) of 2.1 to 1.8 in 1985. However, according to a
recent Economist article using figures obtained fromthe United
States 1990 and 2000 census, and information obtained fromthe
United Nations (see figure 2), the population of the United
States is rising much faster than anyone expected. By the 1990s,
the fertility rate had clinbed back to just below the

repl acement rate.?!®

18 CIA Factbook, online edition, under “United States — People”, URL:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook , accessed 22 December 2002.
19 “Demography and the West”, Special Report, Economist Magazine, August 24™ 2002, 20-22.
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Figure 2. Fertility in the United States and Europe, 1970 to

2030. *°

According to The Economist, this conpares very favorably wth
Europe, where fertility has declined fromabout 1.9 in the md
1980s, to a rate that is now below 1.4. \What this neans for the
future of both economes is staggering. |In the article, Bil
Frey, an econom st at the University of Mchigan is quoted as
sayi ng that by 2050, the average age in the United States wil |l
be 36.2, and in Europe it wll be 52.7. This conpares with a
present average age in the United States of 35.5 and 37.7 in
Europe.?' |f the predictions turn out to be true, over the next
few decades Europe will be faced with an ol der popul ation
requiring a greater percent of spending on pensions and nedica

care.

% Economist Magazine, Demography and the West, 24 August 2002 on line edition, URL:
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?Story id=1291056 , accessed 02 January 2003.
2! Demography and the West”, Special Report, Economist Magazine, August 24™ 2002, 20-22.
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In addition to the increased birth rate, the population in
the United States is enhanced by inmgration. Immgration to
the United States is expected to be higher than immgration to
Europe (see figure 3). Immgration results in a larger |abor
pool, which is necessary as the econony continues to expand.
Many inmm grants are allowed to cone to the United States because
t hey possess job skills that are needed in the grow ng econony,

benefiting U S. conpanies and the econony as a whol e.

Figure 3. Forecast of Inmgration to the United States and

Eur ope, 2000-2050. 22

The Econom st article goes on to identify yet another area
that is pertinent to discussions about the United States

mai nt ai ni ng the dom nant gl obal position. Since the end of the

22 Economist Magazine, Demography and the West, 24 August 2002 on line edition, URL:
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?Story id=1291056 , accessed 02 January 2003.
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cold war, America has spent a greater percent of GDP on defense
t han Europe, while Europe has spent nore on social prograns than
the United States has. In fact, the United States spends about
twi ce as nuch on defense as the European Union conbi ned ($295
billion conpared to $153 billion in 2000). Wile European
nations have prom sed to spend a greater percent of GDP on their
mlitaries, there has been little follow through. 1In the years
ahead it will be increasingly difficult for Europeans to

i ncrease defense spending while they are being forced by

denogr aphics to spend nore of the GDP on an agi ng popul ation.

This greater spending by the United States on defense was not
al ways so. In 1900, the United States spent 1.02 percent of
Gross Donestic Product (GDP) on national defense, conpared with
3.3 percent in 2000.2 Mahan spoke of the need to maintain a
mlitary at |east capable of holding out until the additiona
forces necessary to overcone the eneny could be procured,
equi pped, and trained. Mahan was not calling for a huge
standing mlitary but rather just one sufficient to prevent the
eneny fromdefeating the nation until the additional forces
becane available. 1In order to acconplish this, the United
St at es needed econom ¢ strength (brought about by an industrious

peopl e and consi stently supportive governmental policies) to be

28 “Demography and the West”, Special Report, Economist Magazine, August 24™ 2002, 20-22.
2 Bill Ahern, Government Spending = Nearly One-Third U.S. Economy, URL:
http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artiD=387, accessed on line 21 April 2003.
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able to rapidly produce and equip the additional forces during

times of crises.?®

The fact that the United States did not spend a | arge
percentage of GDP on the military was true during the |ate 19!
century and continued until the Second Wirld War. Defense
spending as a percent of GDP held relatively steady around 1
percent until 1931 (with the exception of Wrld War One), and
then increased to around 1.5 percent during the 1930’s. During
Worl d War Two, defense spending as a percent of GDP clinbed to a
high to 36.08 percent in 1945 and then declined to a range of
bet ween seven and ten percent until the end of the Vietnam war.
Def ense spending as a percent of GDP declined to between 5 and 6
percent during the 1970's and 1980's, and fell to between 3 and
5 percent during the 1990’s, and stood at 3.3 percent in 2000. 2°
Since the terrorist attacks on Septenmber 11'" 2001, defense

spendi ng has agai n i ncreased.

During tinmes of war the United States has denonstrated the
i ndustrial capability to expand the mlitary into a victorious
power. This occurred during World War One, World War Two, and
the Korean Conflict. It has only been since the begi nning of

Wrld War Two that the United States has been willing to spend a

2> Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 48-50.
% Bill Ahern.
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greater portion of its GOP to maintain a | arger standing

mlitary.

I X, PRINCI PLE # 5: NATI ONAL CHARACTER

When considering national character, Mahan was interested in
how a nation pronoted industry and trade, and whether it was
willing to invest in those endeavors. Mhan focused on the
character of the people of Spain and Portugal, and conpared them
wi th England and Hol |l and. Mahan exam ned the character of these
nations and then | ooked at how it manifested itself in the way
that they adm nistered their colonies. According to Mahan,
Spai n and Portugal were interested only in exploiting the gold
and silver fromthe colonies and were not at all interested in
devel oping their colonies or in the welfare of their colonia
subjects. In contrast, England and Hol |l and sent abroad
i mm grants, businessnen, traders, producers, and negoti ators,
who sought riches not by the sword but by |abor.?’

This outl ook on the inportance of national character, and how
it affects the nations strategic potential, reflects favorably
on the United States ability to maintain its current strategic
position. The United States’ has pursued comrercial interests

around the world, and has been the main proponent of

2" Mahan , The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 50-58.
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international trade |iberalization. These policies have been
the driving force behind the rise of the United States to the
position of the sole super power. The continued application of
t hese policies bodes well for the future strategic position of

the United States.

X PRI NCI PLE # 6: CHARACTER OF THE GOVERNMENT

When considering the character of the governnent, Mhan
addressed the governnent’s influence, first in peace, and then
in war. |In peace, governnent policies can either favor or
hi nder the growth of its industries. In war, the influence of
the governnent is nost strongly felt through a navy of a size

8 OF course,

comensurate with the size of shipping and econony. 2
when war breaks out it may be too late to try to build a navy of
sufficient size. |Its peacetine size should be sufficient to
halt any aggressor and to supply a good foundation for wartine
expansion on which to build and defeat the enemy. Wile Mahan
focused on the navy, the character of the governnent affects al
conponents of mlitary and national power.

As evi denced by the gl obal econom c position of the United

States, the governnent has inplenmented policies that have

encour aged the economc gromh of the nation and has nmai ntai ned

8 Mahan , The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 1660-1783, 82-83.
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a mlitary of sufficient size and capability to facilitate the
grom h of the nation and secure its strategic position.

Conti nued application of these favorable policies will ensure
conti nued gl obal dom nance by the United States.

The followi ng pages will address how Mahan' s principles apply
to Sea Power, Air Power, Space Power, Information Dom nance, and
the National Security Strategy of the United States today.

For the purposes of this paper | will conbine geographi cal
position, physical conformation, and extent of territory into
one category “geography”. Likewise, | wll conbine population
and character of people into one category “people”. | wll

| eave character of the governnent in a category by itself.

XI. SEA PONER

Many have tried to define sea power, but nost attenpts have
resulted in unwi eldy definitions. These definitions have
i ncl uded such things as ensuring access of one’s own nmlitary
and nmerchant trade to the sea, and denying an eneny’'s mlitary
and nerchant trade access to the sea. Mhan's definition, which
takes up three pages, includes trade and the protection thereof
by the navy. My definition of sea power, which | believe to be
nore conci se and better suited to this discussion, is “a country

havi ng gl obal power or influence on the sea”. Using this
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definition, there may be nore than one country that exercises
sea power at any one tine. During the height of the Cold \War,
the Soviet Navy and the United States Navy both enbodied this
definition of sea power. Today, however, the United States is
the only country neeting the criteria established by this
definition.

Admral Vern Cark, the current Chief of Naval Operations has
recently announced his vision of sea power, ternmed Sea Power 21.
Sea Power 21 has three conponents: Sea Strike (Projecting
Preci se and Persistent O fensive Power); Sea Shield (Projecting
A obal Defensive Assurance); and Sea Basing (Projecting Joint
Oper ati onal | ndependence by secure sovereign platforns operating

9 Sea Power 21 as envisioned will

in the maritime domain).?
provide the United States with enhanced sea power capabilities.
How do Mahan's principles apply to Sea Power in the 21°

century? Let us | ook at each in sone detail.

A GEOCGRAPHY.

The United States is well situated globally (in terns of
geography) to project Sea Power. The United States has nmany
ports in the 50 states and overseas possessions. |n addition,

the United States Navy operates from bases in Icel and, Spain,

9 Vern Clark, Admiral, USN, “Sea Power 21”, Proceedings, October 2002, 32-41.
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Italy, Greece, Japan, and the Indian Ccean. Many U. S. allies
permt co-usage of additional ports and bases (subject to
negotiation) during tinmes of crisis. The Sea Basing conmponent
of Sea Power 21 will enhance the afl oat positioning of joint
assets and provide pre-positioned warfighting capabilities for

i mredi ate enpl oynent. Sea Basing will provide the nation with
additional flexibility, allowing the United States to fight a
war agai nst a nation when nei ghbors refuse our forces access to

t heir bases. 3°

B. PECOPLE

The United States continues to be able to provide the Navy
wi th an adequate nunber of people who are sufficiently educated.
The all -volunteer force has been in place for three decades, and
over the last several years the Navy has been able to neet al
recruiting goals.

Currently there is talk in political circles of bringing
back the draft, but this is solely political posturing.
Mlitarily there is no requirement to do so and to do so would
probably be counter-productive.

Overall education levels have risen substantially in the

past 100 years, and this has provided the Navy with an educat ed

vern Clark.
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wor k force capabl e of maintaining and operating sophisticated
systens. The all-volunteer force has al so provi ded the Navy

wi th personnel that are better notivated and have fewer

di sciplinary problenms than the conscription force of the 1960 s

and 1970’ s.

The United States currently has the preem nent navy in the
worl d, and the Navy has not had any major difficulty in manning
its ships with qualified personnel. Shipyard workers in the
United States produce sophisticated ships with advanced
el ectroni cs and weapons systens with rel ative ease.

The popul ation of the United States, the nunber of people
willing to work in maritime industry, the nunber willing to go
to sea, education levels, and the all-volunteer force all bode
well for Sea Power in the United States. |In addition, no
potential problens are |oomng on the horizon that cannot be
overcone with relative ease.

As previously nentioned in the section on national
character, Mahan’s main concern was how a nati on pronoted
industry and trade. The United States remains the world | eader
in seeking to pronote a global reduction in trade barriers. The
United States concentration on production and trade has resulted

in the largest econony in the world. This |large econony is wel
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pl aced to be able to continue to naintain the United States as

the sole country with truly gl obal Sea Power.

C. GOVERNMENT

The United States governnment supports econonic growth and
mlitary strength. Taxes are kept relatively | ow and
interference in business affairs is avoided if possible. In
addition, the United States spends about three percent of GDP on
def ense, or about $364 billion per year. This conpares
favorably with the European Union, which spends about $153
billion.3 Continued governnent policies of |ow taxes and
mnimal interference in business will support future econom c
growh. Future econom c strength buttressed by a robust and
stabl e sea power structure guarantees the status of the sole

super power.

There are, however, areas for concern. The rate of ship
construction is not sufficient to maintain the Navy at its
current strength. The United States Navy has proposed a

construction rate that will reverse the decline and allow for a

%1 “Demography and the West”, Special Report, Economist Magazine, August 24™ 2002, 22.
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nodest increase in ships over the com ng decade. It remains to

be seen if Congress will fund this proposal.

The governnent will always need to be vigilant and aware of
the strengths and capabilities of other regional powers. China
in particular conmes to mnd. Should the United States see that
in the future the navy of another regional power is grow ng
| arge enough to threaten the United States Navy, additional

resources should be dedicated to the navy.

XI'l1. SPACE DOM NANCE

Space domi nance is critical to United States mlitary
operations. The 1991 Gulf War denonstrated the inportance of
space to the United States mlitary. U S. space systens assured
ef fective command and control of deployed forces, provided
m ssile alert warnings, allowed forces to navigate through
barren terrain, provided information for weather forecasts, and
provi ded accurate indications of eneny troop novenents.

The United States military reliance on space-based assets
i ncludes satellites for worl dw de conmmuni cati ons, navi gation,
attack warni ng, neteorology, treaty nonitoring, and vari ous

forms of surveillance. Since 1981, U S mlitary space funding
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has exceeded that of civil space funding. 3%

The use of space for
mlitary purposes will continue to increase in the foreseeable
future due to the ever increasing need for conmand, control and
intelligence systens.

Control of space in many ways resenbles sea control and
i nvol ves offensive and defensive mlitary operations ained at
ensuring the freedomto operate in space, while denying that
freedomto a potential eneny. Various systems have been tested
or are being devel oped for space control, including Anti-
Satellite (ASAT) weapons and Ballistic Mssile Defense weapons
( B\VD) . 33

While the United States does not currently possess any
satellites with the capability to deploy offensive weapons
(either against targets in space or targets on earth) the
advant age of such weapons is readily apparent. Space-based
weapons woul d contribute to any war effort and al so serve as a
deterrent during tinmes of peace. This will becone an area of
growh for United States space assets if a decision is nmade to
depl oy weapons i n space.

While the United States domnates in the mlitary use of
space, many other nations have space-based systens and are

seeking to increase their capabilities. Russia has many of the

*|nternational Military and Defense Encyclopedia, Volume 5, under “space”. (Washington: Brassesy’s
U.S. Inc/Division of Maxwell Macmillan, 1993) 2488.
* International Military and Defense Encyclopedia, “space,” 2499.
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systens renmai ning fromthe Soviet Union, and naintains the
expertise to confront the United States in space. O her

regi onal powers including India, China, Brazil, Japan, France,
and |Israel are active in space. China is also in the process of
attenpting to put a man in space, and if successful, wll be the
third country to do so behind Russia and the United States.

Many ot hers, including North Korea, are seeking space-based
capabilities.

Wth success in space becom ng a precondition for success
on the battlefield, and wth the continued devel opnent of ASAT
and BMD weapons, the inportance of space will continue to grow.
| f space-based weapons are fiel ded, space and space-based
systenms will assune the sane inportance that skies and air
forces assunmed in the twentieth century. The United States is

wel | positioned to continue to dominate in space.3

A. GEOGRAPHY.

The United States’ geographic position |ends itself
favorably to the pursuit of space activities. The |aunch
| ocation at Cape Kennedy is situated to allow the | aunch of
manned and unmanned rockets to | eave fromland and then

i mredi ately proceed out over the water, preventing any danger to

* International Military and Defense Encyclopedia, “space,” 2501.
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life or property. Space-related facilities are located in
Florida and California, states with generally mld clinmates
enhancing their utility for space | aunch and recovery. In
addition, the United States has access to vast areas of the
Pacific for research and devel opnent of weapon systens.

The United States is not the only country wth geography
t hat supports space operations. China, Russia, and Brazil al
have expansive countries, and France has possessions in the

Paci fic Ocean that support space |aunch and recovery.

B. PEOPLE

The United States continues to provide the nation with an
adequat e nunmber of scientists and engineers who maintain a
form dabl e space program NASA and the United States mlitary
cooperate in space endeavors. The United States mlitary
supplies NASA with pilots sufficiently trained and physically
capabl e of becom ng astronauts, while NASA supplies the nation
with a civilian space program

In addition, the National Reconnai ssance O fice provides
the nation with satellites that are technically advanced and
able to performa wide variety of surveillance capabilities. The

popul ation of the United States and the nunber of people wlling
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to work in space-rel ated industries bode well for space power in
the United States.

As previously nentioned in the section on national
character, Mahan’s main concern was how a nation pronotes
industry and trade. The United States’ concentration on
production and trade has resulted in the |argest econony in the
world. This has allowed the United States to becone very active
in space, not only in terns of quality, but also in terns of
quantity. This large econony is well placed to continue to
mai ntain the United States as the world | eader in space and

space rel ated industries.

C. GOVERNVENT

The United States government inplenents policies that
support economc growh and mlitary strength. 1In the future,
these policies will ensure the United States status as a world
| eader in space and its related industries.

Over the past few years there appears to be a willingness
by the United States governnent to consider in greater detai
the mlitary aspects of space. Wile the United States has used
space for mlitary comruni cations and surveill ance, there has
been reluctance to station weapons in space. Wth the current

adm nistrations willingness to pursue weapons designed to defend
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the United States fromballistic mssile attack, consideration
is being given to placing weapons in space. |If they are in fact
depl oyed, the inportance of space to the mlitary will increase

dramatically.

X1, Al RPONER

According to the International Mlitary and Defense
Encycl opedia, airpower is defined as “a nation’s ability to
exploit the air for national security purposes” and further goes
on to say that sonme believe that the definition of airpower
shoul d be “expanded to include the total aviation comunity,
both mlitary and civilian”.3 Using either definition, the
United States stands at the forefront of global aviation.

The United States Air Force is the preeminent air force in
the world, and all of the other conponents (Arny, Navy, Marines,
Coast CGuard) maintain an aviation branch. The success in the
air of United States forces during the 1991 Gulf War vali dated
the supremacy of United States aviation

Many of the fixed and rotary wing aircraft produced in the
United States are purchased by a wi de variety of countries to

fulfill their aviation needs, adding to the econom c output of

% International Military and Defense Encyclopedia, Volume 1, under “air power”. (Washington:
Brassesy’s U.S. Inc/Division of Maxwell Macmillan, 1993), 77.

37



the United States. The United States remamins the only nation
buil ding and using aircraft wwth stealth technology and is in
vari ous phases of devel oping, testing, and fielding new
aircraft, including the F-22 RAPTOR, F-35 JO NT STRI KE FI GHTER
and the V-22 OSPREY (with its revolutionary tiltrotor

t echnol ogy) .

The United States Navy al so has a significant aviation
capability based on 12 aircraft carriers and associated air
wings. During tinmes of crisis, these aircraft carriers provide
the nation with a very flexible way to apply national power.
During DESERT STORM six aircraft carriers were stationed in the
Red Sea and Arabian Gulf, providing a |large portion of the total
sorties flown by coalition assets. Aircraft carriers al so
provide the flexibility of operating in regions where the United
St at es does not have any bases, and due to political
consi derations, no |anding/operating rights can be negoti at ed.

In addition to this superiority in mlitary aviation, the
United States is a world leader in civil aviation. The Seattle,
Washi ngt on- based Boei ng corporation was the world | eader in
producing airliners during the twentieth century and today
shares the gl obal market with only one conpany, the European
Ai rbus corporation. According to a 2001 survey of air travel,
the United States governnment has been the driving force behind

t he “open skies” agreenents, which have opened up internationa
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avi ation. These “open skies” agreenments are a series of bi-

| ateral agreenments between the United States and another country
allowing any airline in the two countries to fly between the two
countries with mnimal restrictions. Today, United States
airlines account for nore than a third of the world aviation

mar ket . 36

A. GEOGRAPHY.

The geography of the United States is one that enhances air
power. The continental United States is a great distance from
any potential adversary, providing a defensive shield that few
nati ons have the capability of penetrating. The nations that do
possess aircraft capable of reaching the United States in tine
of war would find their aircraft detected and engaged by the
time they reached our shores. |In addition to overseas
territories, the United States has bases worl dw de fromwhich to
counter any potential adversary.

Wil e the geography of the United States protects the
nation fromattack by aircraft, it does not protect the nation
fromintercontinental ballistic mssiles [aunched from Russi a,

Chi na, or North Korea.

% Economist Magazine, 2001 Survey of Air Travel, 8 March 2001 on line edition, URL:
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?Story id=525723, accessed 02 January 2003.
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B. PECPLE

The United States continues to be able to provide the
nation with an adequate nunber of scientists and engineers to be
able to maintain the world' s preemnent air force. Not only
does the nation supply the United States Air Force with adequate
nunbers of recruits, it also supplies it with scientists and
engi neers capabl e of building sone of the nost sophisticated
fighters and bonbers in the world.

In addition, the civilian aircraft industry continues to
supply the nation and many overseas countries with conpetitive
aircraft. The population of the United States and the nunber of
people willing to work in both the mlitary and civilian
aircraft-related industries indicate that the future of air
power in the United States is bright.

As previously nentioned, Mahan was concerned with how a
nation pronotes industry and trade. The United States’ econony
speaks for itself and has resulted in a nation with significant
air power, both in civilian and mlitary terns. This |arge
econony is well placed to be able to continue to maintain the
United States as the world leader in civilian and mlitary

aircraft related industries.
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C. GOVERNMENT

The United States governnment inplenents policies that
support the airline industry and mlitary aviation. As
previ ously nmentioned, the United States spends three percent of
GDP on defense, and a large portion of the defense budget is
spent on the United States Air Force and on the aviation
branches of the Navy, Arny, and Marines. This generous funding
allows the United States Air Force and sister branches to be the
preem nent air forces in the world.

In the United States, airlines have al ways been privately
owned, giving theman incentive to be conpetitive and
profitable. Most other nations are follow ng the exanple of the
United States and are privatizing their airlines.

Airline deregulation in the United States has resulted in a
fiercely conpetitive industry, benefiting the consunmer. These
policies, if continued, should allow the United States to
maintain its status as the world | eader in air power and in

aircraft industries.

41



XI'V. | NFORVATI ON DOM NANCE

According to a paper prepared by Dr. Martin C  Libicki for
the National Defense University Institute for National Strategic
St udi es,

| nf ormati on dom nance may be defined as superiority
in the generation, manipulation, and use of
information sufficient to afford its possessors
mlitary dom nance. It has three sources: Command
and control that permts everyone to know where they
(and their cohorts) are in the battl espace, and
enabl es themto execute operations when and as

qgui ckly as necessary; Intelligence that ranges from
know ng the eneny’s dispositions to know ng the

| ocation of eneny assets in real-tine with
sufficient precision for a one-shot kill;

I nformati on warfare that confounds eneny information
systens at various points (sensors, conmunications,
processi ng, and conmand), while protecting one’s
own. 3’

As the driving force behind the devel opnent of such
information systens as the Internet, the United States is
the world I eader in information systens. United States
mlitary forces (already the recognized world | eader in
command and control) continue the relentless pursuit for
better conmand and control systens.

The United States mlitary has at its disposal a
wi de array of intelligence systens that allowits

mlitary forces to access global information in a short

3 Martin C. Libicki, “Information Dominance” prepared for the National Defense University, Institute for
National Strategic Studies, Strategic Forum number 132, dated November 1997, HTTP:
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/strforum/forum132.html, accessed 02 January 2003.
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period of time. Here again, the United States is the
recogni zed world leader in intelligence and intelligence
systens, many of which are space-based. Wen United
States forces deploy as part of a coalition (which has
often been the case in recent years), allied forces rely
extensively on intelligence provided by United States
forces.

I nformati on warfare continues to be a growth
industry in the United States mlitary, and forces are
able to control the information environnent with relative
ease.

While the United States is the gl obal |eader in
information warfare and is able to dom nate the
i nformati on environnment, many ot her nations possess
limted capabilities, and the vulnerability of many of
our vital systenms remai ns suspect.

Interoperability is increasingly becom ng a problem
when United States forces deploy abroad as a part of a
coalition. Wiile the United States continues to upgrade
command and control, intelligence, and information
warfare systens, our Allies are not upgrading their
systens at the same pace. This causes an increasing
di sparity between the capabilities of the United States

and Al lied forces.
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A. GEOGRAPHY

Wi | e geography tends to have little to do with information
dom nance, the United States does influence Europe through NATO
and the Atlantic link. 1In addition, the United States does
i nfluence Asian nations through a nunber of bilateral
rel ati onships and the Pacific link. These allow the nedia of
the United States to have varying degrees of access to |ocal

mar ket s.

B. PEOPLE

The United States continues to be able to provide the
information industry with an adequate nunber of people who are
sufficiently educated. |In addition, the United States has been
willing over the past few years to all ow people with needed
skills in the information industry to immgrate into the United
States. The grow ng popul ation of the United States and the
nunber of people willing to work in the information industry al
bode well for information dom nance by the United States.

As previously nmentioned in the section on national
character as defined by Mahan, the main concern here is how a
nation pronmotes industry and trade. The United States renmins

the world | eader in seeking to pronote a gl obal reduction in
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trade barriers. This enphasis on trade has resulted in the

| argest econony in the world. Over the | ast decade, the United
States has energed as the global |eader in information

technol ogy. This position as the global |eader allows the
United States to devel op and use commercial and mlitary
information systens that are the best in the world. Thi s gives
i ndustries and commerce in the United States a gl obal
conpetitive edge and gives the United States a mlitary edge in
the areas of communications, intelligence, command and control,
and psychol ogi cal operations. Together, these areas anmount to

i nformati on dom nance.

C. GOVERNVENT

The United States Governnent inplenents policies supportive
of both economc growh and mlitary strength. The Internet was
devel oped by the United States mlitary through the funding of
t he Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 3% DARPA
devel oped the ARPANET in 1969, which expanded over tinme to

become the Internet.3°

Supportive Governnental policies in the
United States all ow busi ness to devel op, manufacture and sell

information systens worldwide. As a result, the United States

*The Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) was renamed the Defense Advanced Reasearch
Projects Agency (DARPA) in 1971, changed its name back to ARPA in 1993, and subsequently changed its name
back to DARPA in 1996

%9 Eyewitness to the 20" Century (Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2001), 371.
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is the recognized world | eader in comrercial and mlitary
| nf ormati on Technol ogy.

If the United States Government continues its supportive
policies, informati on dom nance shoul d be assured, and the
United States should nmaintain its status as the sol e super

power .

XV. THE NATI ONAL SECURI TY STRATEGY

On 17 Septenber 2002, President George W Bush signed a new
Nat i onal Security Strategy docunent. This new national security
strategy articulated that its aimwas to hel p make the world not
just safer but better. To achieve that aim the new strategy
outlined the follow ng goals: political and econonic freedom
peaceful relations wth other states, and respect for human
dignity. To neet these goals, the new strategy outlined the
foll owi ng endeavors that the United States will undert ake:
1. Chanpion aspirations for hunman dignity.
2. Strengthen alliances to defeat global terrorismand work to
prevent attacks agai nst our friends.
3. Wrk with others to defuse regional conflicts.
4. Prevent our enemes fromthreatening us, our allies, and

our friends, wth weapons of nass destruction.
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5. Ignite a new era of gl obal econom c growth through free

markets and free trade.

6. Expand the circle of devel opnent by openi ng societies and

buil ding the infrastructure of denocracy.

7. Devel op agendas for cooperative action with other nmain

centers of gl obal power.

8. Transform Anerica’s national security institutions to neet

t he chal | enges and opportunities of the twenty-first
century. %

How do the three requirenents and six principles as outlined
by Mahan apply to this National Security Strategy? The
principles of Mahan are relevant to this new National Security
Strategy because together the principles have placed the United
States in a position of global dom nance. This position has
allowed the United States to not only set the exanple in
respecting human dignity for the rest of the world, but also to
be able to influence through mlitary, econom c and politica
pressure, those nations that do not show the sane respect for
human dignity.

This position of global dom nance has also allowed the United
States to be able to influence through mlitary, econom c and
political pressure those nations that are reluctant to support

the war on terrorism

“* Document The National Security Strategy of the United States, September 2002.
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At the sane time, this position of global dom nance has
allowed the United States to be able to work with nations around
the gl obe to defuse regional conflicts, and to prevent our
enem es fromthreatening us, and our allies with weapons of nass
destruction. It should be noted that this is not a conpleted
action as evidenced by the current situation in North Korea, but
is rather an ongoi ng process.

The United States achieved its position of global power by
concentrating on free enterprise and free trade. These policies
resulted in an era of unprecedented growth around the world.

The continuation of these policies, and the continued insistence
on the adoption of these sane policies by other nations shoul d
go a long way towards igniting a new era of global econom c

growt h through free markets and free trade.

XVl . CONCLUSI ON

Al fred T. Mahan outlined three requirenments (1. production, 2.
shi pping and 3. col oni es) deenmed necessary for the success of a
nation, and six principal conditions (1. geographical position,
2. physical conformation, 3. extent of territory, 4. nunber of
popul ation, 5. character of the people, and 6. character of the

governnment) that affect sea power.
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Mahan has often been criticized for his focus on sea power to
the exclusion of all other forms of national power. The
criticisnms of Mahan’s sole focus on sea power are valid, but it
is inmportant to understand that the requirenments for the success
of a nation and the principles upon which Mahan based his
witings on Sea Power are just as valid today as they were in
the late 19'" century. As a theorist of naval power, his often-
derided witings remain relevant. |In fact, the gl obal dom nance
of the United States today is a direct result of our adherence
to his principles.

Mahan, with his focus on history, was not able to envision air
power, space power, and information dom nance that were to
beconme critical elenments of national power. He was, however, an
astute scholar, and the three requirenents deemed necessary for
t he success of a nation and the principles that he outlined as
requi renents for sea power are relevant to air power, space
power, and information dom nance.

The current position of the United States as the sole gl obal
super power is the direct result of adherence to his principles,
and adherence to these principles remains necessary for the

United States to nmaintain and increase its gl obal dom nance.
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